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Lesson# 1
THE MYSTERY OF INCENSE PRAYERS

The priest stands before the altar and the deacon brings the censer to him from the right
side of the altar. The priest places five spoonfuls of incense in the censer while making
the sign of the cross three times, thus consecrating the incense to the Only One Holy God
(not to idols or strange gods), as it is written, “From the rising of the sun, even to its
going down, My Name shall be great among the gentiles, in every place incense shall
be offered to My Name, and a pure offering” (Malachi 1:11).

These five spoonfuls of incense represent the five righteous men of the Old Testament
who offered acceptable sacrifices to the Lord, and the Lord smelled their pleasing aroma.
These men are:

1-ABEL, who offered the first born of his flock. “Abel also brought of the firstlings of
his flock and of their fat. And the Lovrd respected Abel and his offering” (Gen.4:4).

2-NOAH, who, after coming out of the Ark, offered from every pure animal and bird.
“Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every
clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. And the Lord smelled a soothing
aroma, then the Lord said in His Heart, ‘I will never again curse the ground for man’s
sake’.” (Gen.8:20-21).

3-MELCHIZEDEK, who offered bread and wine, a nonblood sacrifice, and blessed
Abraham. (Gen.14:18)

4-AARON, who offered sacrifices for himself and his

people, “..and the fire came out from before the Lord, and consumed the burnt
offering and the fat on the altar,” as a sign that the Lord accepted the sacrifice
(Lev.9:24).

5-ZACHARIAS, who entered the Sanctuary to offer incense, and “..the angel of the
Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar, and announced to him
the birth of John” (Luke 1:8-22).

After placing the five spoonfuls of incense in the censer, the priest receives the censer
from the deacon with his right hand. He places the hook of the censer on his little finger,
then holds the censer from the middle of its chain, also holding the cross in his right
hand. The priest offers incense before the altar while silently reciting either the Mystery
of Vespers prayer (evening), or the prayer of the Morning Incense (Matins). The priest
holds the cross and the censer during the prayers and Bible readings, unless a bishop is
present, in which case, he is the one who holds the cross and blesses the people with it.
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INTRODUCTION

i_ﬁﬁ_i_n

The Coptic language is the
Coptic Church's language since
the entry of Christianity into
Egypt in the first century.

The ancient Greek letters
have been used in addition to
7 the

ancient Egyptian handwriting ,

letters taken from

s0 the Coptic alphebet number
became 32 letters .

To efficiently read and write
Coptic language , we here offer
a simple and easy way of
learning reading and writing .

We classify the Coptic
alphabet into well-remembered
classifications regardless their
alphabetical order .

Al b gl BN ARt
A 5 M i
Aol Qo) (B s (43
. st
PETECI JEVICCIN [
fo deeadl) il gl g
,:_';.niﬁﬁif g VoAS
5 i) (g sls yusal) B s

g 18 et L aaill
e Py el Agaaath

sl g Bl gl B il g

b (@ g dpddll Al
e s ST ]
IS g B il ata®

Agdadl) el e B
W S S s goines ()
o W A o8 B Gy




P T [ S S

CAPITAL: MY B Y A € & Z H : us
srradf - E B T 2 £ e =z | SR -
Brarmnnc.: a v, b g.gh,h dh,d a - z e

i des oghoe b ! - j | ghill
Namra - ajpha befa ghama dhefta ay 0 Zita fta

& Ligy fas 13 ) o 15y W
CAPITAL: o 1 K AN 11 | z, 0k
Sl o 1 K & L1} n U pes
Prossus.: th, L iy k I m n x u

(= L o A ] a et _;I L@
Name ; theta yota Fappa  fola mey ney Xy e

K4 Ligs E\HE.' Y L—n L_': Lt g‘l : |
CAPITAL: Il T L4 T N b ™ & e
srraff m [ T "y th o o phiea
Promc., p 5 t Y, 0Ll i f ksh,kh ps

o J " & . gl.] G LGhE e ol
Name ; Fa1 Fo SETF tavy  ipsolorr fey ey bsF

! s e G gl b W e faell
CAPITAL: {) ()] Yy & x G i T
smalf: w W gy A a x ] T i piea
Pronunc.; oa sh f kh h ig ch tee

s o o ¢ e L R s -
Name ; omega  shai fai khai  horf  janja ohima  ftee

lyey sl b sl oeys LB Lad o al




