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Lesson# 12

HOLY (AGIOS)

The priest places the small veil which is in his right hand on the left side of the altar, and
with his right hand he lifts the veil which is placed over the chalice and replaces it with
the one in his left hand. With his left hand he then picks up the veil which he put on the
left side of the altar. He holds the cross within the small veil held in his right hand and
does the sign of the cross three times saying, “Holy (Agios).” The first sign of the cross
he does on himself, the second sign of the cross is on those who are serving with him, and
the third sign of the cross is on the congregation. The word ‘Holy’ alone is a most
powerful and deep prayer, for it is the greatest defence against Satan who is the enemy of
holiness. It carries all implications with which we wish to honour God; He is Holy for He
is merciful, loving, almighty, most high and without sin, and so on. We should note that
the word ‘Holy’ refers only to God. For those who are righteous we use the word
‘saintly’ because their piety comes from the Lord, Who is the origin and the source of
every holiness; He is “The King of Saints” (Rev.15:3), and “The Most Holy”
(Dan.9:24).

As we praise the Lord with the word ‘Holy” we join the Cherubim and Seraphim
as they cry to one another saying, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth
is full of His Glory” (Is.6:3). The angels’ praise centres around the word ‘Holy’ as it
glorifies God, Who is the source of every holiness. As we join the heavenlies in
glorifying God we must be saintly like Him Who is Holy, for “Without holiness, no one
will see the Lord” (Heb.12:14). In this sense, it is the minimum requirement for being in
the presence of the Lord, to see Him and enjoy Him. Without holiness we do not deserve
to partake of the Liturgy’s Holy Sacrifice; as the Liturgy gathers together the assembly of
the devout, and the Holies are for the holy.

Some Remarks on the Start of the Liturgy:

1 Uncovering the paten by lifting the small veil from it saying, “The Lord be with
you”, while the Chalice remains covered represents Christ’s appearance to Mary
Magdaline while His identity was concealed toher.

1 Uncovering the chalice when saying, “Agios”, indicates that He revealed
Himself afterwards to Mary Magdaline and she then recognised Him.

1 Covering the chalice again after it was uncovered symbolises Jesus showing
Himself to the two disciples who were on their way to Emmaus, then disappearing from
them.

T When the priest first does the sign of the cross with the veil that was on the
paten saying, “The Lord be with you all”, and then when he does the second sign of the
cross with the veil that was on the chalice saying, “Agios”, indicates the equality between



the Body and the Blood, and the need to get the blessings of them both. These actions
also honour both the Body and Blood.

1 The veils, or wrapping cloths, represent the shrouds that wrapped the Saviour’s
Body at His burial. The direction of the shifting of the veils is performed in the same
order in which the Lord Jesus unwrapped Himself and took them off His body during His
Glorified Resurrection. The veils are also placed on the altar in a similar order to the way
the shrouds were placed in the tomb when found by Peter and John as they entered the
sepulchre (John 20:4-7). This proves that the Saviour’s body was not stolen from the
tomb as the Jews alleged, as a robber, in his rush and confusion while committing his
crime, would leave everything in disarray, and not in the perfectly organised manner in
which Christ left the shroud.

1 The action of the priest moving the veils around on the altar represents the
movement of the Cherubims’ wings.

1 Taking the veil from the top of the Chalice Throne and replacing it with another
represents that this Mystery has been instituted for the rise and the fall of many. (Luke
2:34). It also means that we have been exalted to take the place of the fallen angels.

After this, the priest says the following passages:

“Holy, Holy, Holy, Truly You are Holy O Lord Our God...”, followed by, “He was
incarnated and became Man and taught us the way of Salvation...”.

While saying, “He was incarnated and became Man” the priest adds a spoonful of incense
to the censer so that the fragrance of the incense, as it is diffused, reminds us of the
incarnation of the Lord Jesus in the womb of Virgin Mary, who is the Golden Censer.
The burning embers symbolise the fire of Divinity. At the end of the passage the priest
says, “He descended into Hades through the cross.” The priest then bows in reverence,
placing his hands on his chest in the shape of the cross, then kisses the altar. He then
says, “He rose from the dead on the third day.” At the end of this passage when the priest
says, “He will appear to judge the world in equity and reward each one according to his
deeds”, he beats his chest three times in awe and remorse for his sins, recalling the
horrifying day of reckoning when the people will gather and the angels will open
thebooks which reveal the deeds and examine the minds of all; the righteous proceeding
to eternal life, while the wicked to shame and everlasting contempt. (Dan.12:2)

Further Remark With Respect to Maundy Thursday and the Saturday of Light

1 In the Liturgies of Maundy Thursday and Easter Saturday (Saturday of Light),
some favour the opinion of saying the passage from St. Gregory’s Liturgy, which says,
“You came to the slaughter...”, to the passage, “He rose from the dead...”, for at that
particular time Christ had not yet risen.
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Hitens of the Fast of nativity
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Through the
intercessions, of the
Mother of God Saint
Mary, O Lord grant

us the forgiveness of

our sins.

Through the
intercessions, of the
holy archangel,
Gabriel the
announcer, O Lord...

Through the
intercessions, of the
seven archangels,
and the heavenly
orders, O Lord...

Through the
intercessions, of the
relative of
Emmanuel, John the
son of Zechariah, O
Lord...

Through the
prayers, of
Zechariah the priest,
and his wife
Elizabeth, O Lord...
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Hitens of the feast of Nativity
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Through the
prayers, of the
blessed elders,
Joachim and Anna,
O Lord...

Through the prayers
of the blessed
elders, Joseph the
carpenter and Saint
Salome, O Lord...
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what's your name?



